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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To efficiently perfomi a retroactive 
investigation based on citing relation and reference 
relation among documents. 

CONSTITUTION: This system Is provided with an entire 
sentence data base 16 for storing the entire sentence 
information of the documents or the like, a retrieval part 
22 for retrieving the entire sentence data base 16 so as 
to output . the entire sentence data of the desired 
document, a selection part 21 for selecting relation data 
for indicating tiie relation (citing and reference relation) 
with the other documents from the entire sentence data 
retrieved by the retrieval part 22 and a display device 12 
for displaying the relation data. Then, the document 
indicated by tiie relation data is retrieved by the retrieval 
part 21 and the relation data (a document name) used in 
retrieval in the retrieval part 21 and the relation data (the 
document name) selected by the selection part 21 after 
the retrieval are displayed in relation in the display device 
12. 
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